
A 2018 independent external evaluation of the impact of the first ten years of the accreditation program, conducted
by Peter Szabo of Bloomingdale Management Advisors, shows the land trust communityâ€™s investment in

accreditation paid off, and the impact can continue to grow.

Overview
Read the Winter 2019 Saving Land article on "The Impact of Accreditation"
Download a summary, the full report and/or the appendices
View and download the land trust accreditation impact infographic

Overview

Fifteen years ago the land trust community was ill prepared to live up to the promise of
perpetuity and was under legislative and regulatory threat. The Land Trust Alliance created
the accreditation program and the Land Trust Accreditation Commission as a solution and
offered a suite of related accredited preparation services to its members.

Today, accredited land trusts far outpace those not yet accredited. They have
significantly bigger budgets, more staff and volunteers, and 8 times more money invested to
steward and defend their conservation lands than their peers of similar size â€“ they also
save 3 times more land.

Accreditation was a strong motivator for change in land trusts; 87% of accredited land trusts
responded that accreditation moderately or substantially motivated them to make
organizational improvements. These groups strengthened their governance, transaction,
stewardship and financial systems as part of the accreditation journey.

Public confidence in land trusts increased as a result; 85% of public agencies and
foundations say accreditation increases their confidence in land trusts and 83% of landowners
feel the same way. Instead of legislative or regulatory disruption there was acceleration of tax
benefits and conservation funding.

These positive impacts can grow as more land trusts join the program, accredited land
trusts continue to improve their practices in accordance with the revised 2017 Standards and
stakeholders are provided with more information about the program. 

 

Saving Land Feature Article

Read the winter 2019 Saving Land feature article: â€œThe Impact of Accreditationâ€� details a new report quantifying the
impact of the first 10 years of the accreditation program. The article weaves stories and scenic photos of land preserved by
accredited land trusts with key data points from the 2018 report.

Summary, Full Report and Appendices

https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/#overview
https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/#sl
https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/#docs
https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/#infographic
https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/storage/downloads/impactevaluation/impact_evaluation_feature_sl.pdf


Download a summary (4 pages)

Download Peter Szabo's full report (23 pages)

Download the appendices:

Appendix A - Stakeholder Survey
Appendix B - Stakeholder Interviews
Appendix C - Landowner Survey
Appendix D - Accredited Land Trust Survey
Appendex E - Analysis of Land Trust Census Data
Appendix F - Analysis of Land Trust Census Data: Staff-Segment Level

Infographic 
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https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/storage/downloads/impactevaluation/Impact_Evaluation_Summary.pdf
https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/storage/downloads/impactevaluation/Impact_Evaluation_Full_Report.pdf
https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/storage/downloads/impactevaluation/appendix_a_stakeholder_survey.pdf
https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/storage/downloads/impactevaluation/appendix_b_stakeholder_interview.pdf
https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/storage/downloads/impactevaluation/appendix_c _landowner_survey.pdf
https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/storage/downloads/impactevaluation/appendix_d_accredited_land_trust_survey.pdf
https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/storage/downloads/impactevaluation/appendix_e_analysis_land_trust_census_data.pdf
https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/storage/downloads/impactevaluation/appendix_f_analysis_census_data_staff_segment.pdf
https://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/storage/downloads/impactevaluation/accreditation_impact_infographic.pdf
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